Cowboy 
rebound 


OSU coach 
Mike Boynton 
has his team 

playing with 
pride and 
purpose. 
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Oklahoma City Fire Department 
restores its idled rigs to service 


BY WILLIAM CRUM 
Staff Writer 
wcrum@oklahoman.com 


The Oklahoma City Fire 
Department has returned all 
of its rigs to full-time ser- 
vice after 13 months of cut- 
backsimposedtostave off a bud- 
get shortfall. 


landmark in d 


BY BRIANNA BAILEY 
Staff Writer 
bbailey@oklahoman.com 


With a few pen strokes, activ- 
ist Michael Washington claims 
to have taken control of the 
Freedom Center — Oklahoma 
City’s only civil rights memorial. 

But some in the community 
self- 
proclaimed role as savior of the 


question Washington’s 


historic building. 


The property, at 2609 N Mar- 
tin Luther King, has been owned 
since 1969 by the nonprofit 
Freedom Center Inc, founded by 
Oklahoma City civilrights activ- 
ist Clara Luper. But Luper and 
the two other civil rights activ- 
ists she started the nonprofit 
with are dead. The organization 


has been inactive for years. 


People on Oklahoma City’s 
northeast side say it was Luper’s 
dying wish that the building 
belong to the community that 
helped pay for it through dona- 
tions and fundraisers like catfish 


dinners and beauty pageants. 


On Dec. 1, Washington filed 
paperwork with the Oklahoma 
Secretary of State making him 
the registered agent for Free- 


The department saved 
$2.6 milion between Octo- 
ber 2016 and this November 
by reducing overtime from 
“callbacks,” when staffing falls 
below minimums. 

In those situations, firefight- 
ers must be called in on overtime 
to keep trucks and stations fully 
staffed. 


Layoffs were the only 
other way for the department to 
cut spending after a 1.25 percent 
midyear budget reduction was 
ordered in late 2016, said M.T. 
Berry, an assistant city manager. 

Laying off firefighters can 
mean taking rigs permanently 
out of service or closing fire sta- 
tions. 


“It did help us get through,” 
Berry said. 

The department resumed fully 
staffing its apparatus in mid- 
November. 

When the directive was 
issued, then-Chief Keith Bryant 
said rigs would be “temporarily 
and situationally” taken out of 
service. 


The primary target was brush 
pumpers for fighting wildfires. 

Bryant said brush pumpers 
couldbe idled on damp days, for 
instance, when wildfire danger 
is low. 

The policy could produce 
substantial daily savings. 


SEE RIGS, 2A 


ontrol of civil rights 


dom Center Inc. The designa- 


tion basically means he is now 
able to receive all of the non- 
profit’s mail, tax forms and legal 


notices. 


Although he doesn’t have keys 
to the building, Washington 
says he now controls the prop- 
erty and has become the presi- 


dent of Freedom Center Inc. 


SEE DISPUTE, 2A 


MORE ONLINE 


To watcha 
video about 
Michael C. 
Washington 
and his group 
looking for help to save the 
Freedom Center, go online 
to Oklahoman.com. 
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2609 N. MARTIN LUTHER KING AVENUE 
‘cP YOUTH COUNCIL. THE BLACK HISTORY MONUMENT AND WALL 
HVE BY THESE STONES? Jn £:6— 246 YEARS OF SLAVERY 1619-1865 


LEGALIZED SEGREGATION 1805-1964.. 


The Freedom Center’s brick facade is crumbling and the roof leaks, 
but it is arguably the most important remnant of Oklahoma City’s 


civil rights movement. 


Edmond woman duped out of thousands of dollars 


BY KYLE SCHWAB 
Staff Writer 
kschwab@oklahoman.com 


EDMOND — A widow was 
scammed out of thousands of 


TODAY’S PRAYER 

Dear God, teach us to humble 
ourselves and reach out in love to 
help those less fortunate. Amen. 


dollars when an online rela- 
tionship with a “three-star 
general” turned out to be noth- 
ing more than a romantic ruse. 

Using a photo of an actual 
retired general, the scammer 


was able to fool the victim, 
Phyllis Lindsey, 70, of Edmond, 
into thinking she was commu- 
nicating with a U.S. Army gen- 
eralstationed in Syria. 

“He reached out to me. We 
just started talking and he 
seemed like a very nice guy,” 
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Activist Michael Washington says he will raise money to restore Oklahoma City’s Freedom Center, 2609 N Martin Luther King, but many say 
Washington has no legal right to do anything with the property. [PHOTOS BY JIM BECKEL, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


Dozens of the placards representing historical events have fallen 
from this timeline on the front of the Freedom Center. 


FBI investigates online romance scam 


Lindsey told The Oklaho- 
man last week. “The romance 
happened really fast.” 

She said “the general” prom- 
ised her love, marriage and life 


“happily ever after.” 
SEE SCAM, 2A Phyllis Lindsey 
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